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averse, as which might tend to the information of my fellow Sea-rnen, as well as satisfying the curiosity of my Countrymen, who delight in Novel and strange Stories; I thought I should be very far wanting to my self, if I should not implore the Patronage of your ever-Honoured Name, for none ever will dare to dispute the truth of any matter of Fact here delivered, when they shall understand that it has stood the test of your sagacity. Sir, Your Eminent and Steady Loyalty, whereby you asserted His Majesties just Rights, and the true Privileges of your Country in the worst of times, gives me confidence to expect, that you will vouchsafe this condescension to a poor, yet honest Seaman, who have devoted my Life to the Service of His Sacred Majesty and my Country; who have been a Slave, but now have attained my freedom, which I prize so much the more, in that I can with Heart and Hand subscribe
my self,
"Honourable Sir,
" Your most obliged and
"Humble Servant^
"THO. PHELPS."
Willoughby's "Historia Piscium" (1685-86) is dedicated to Pepys, who contributed sixty plates to this book, and the gift is alluded to as follows: "Amplissimus Vir D. Samuel Pepys, Societatis Regiae Prseses, ingenuarum artium et eruditorum fautor et patronus eximius, qui operi illustrando exomandoque Icones plurimas ad Tabulas usque sexaginta, privatis impensis et proprio sere -sculptas, raro magnificentise exemplo largitus est."
The book was published by the Royal Society, and the cost of publication exhausted the funds to such an extent that it was necessary to pay the arrears of the officers' salaries in kind by a supply of copies of this work. When the Society resolved on Dr. Halley's undertaking to measure a degree of the earth, it was voted that " he be given ^50 or fifty books of fishes," *
The next book to be noticed is a useful work by Pepys's great friend, Dr. Richard Cumberland, who became Bishop of Peterborough in 1691: "An Essay towards the Recovery
" History of the Royal Society," vol. i., p. 310, note. countersigned by Samuel Pepys, appears to be in Pepys's handwriting.1]
